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Bureau of Land Management, Interior § 3183.7

Subpart 3183—Filing and
Approval of Documents

§ 3183.1 Where to file papers.

All papers, instruments, documents,
and proposals submitted under this
part shall be filed in the proper BLM
office.

[48 FR 26766, June 10, 1983. Redesignated at 48
FR 36587, Aug. 12, 1983, and amended at 51 FR
34603, Sept. 30, 1986]

§ 3183.2 Designation of area.

An application for designation of a
proposed unit area and determination
of the required depth of test well(s)
shall be filed in duplicate. A like num-
ber of counterparts should be filed of
any geologic data and any other infor-
mation submitted in support of such
application.

§ 3183.3 Executed agreements.

Where a duly executed agreement is
submitted for final approval, a mini-
mum of four signed counterparts
should be filed. The number of counter-
parts to be filed for supplementing,
modifying, or amending an existing
agreement, including change of unit
operator, designation of new unit oper-
ator, establishment or revision of a
participating area, and termination
shall be prescribed by the authorized
officer.

§ 3183.4 Approval of executed agree-
ment.

(a) A unit agreement shall be ap-
proved by the authorized officer upon a
determination that such agreement is
necessary or advisable in the public in-
terest and is for the purpose of more
properly conserving natural resources.
Such approval shall be incorporated in
a Certification-Determination docu-
ment appended to the agreement (see
§ 3186.1 of this part for an example), and
the unit agreement shall not be deemed
effective until the authorized officer
has executed the Certification-Deter-
mination document. No such agree-
ment shall be approved unless the par-
ties signatory to the agreement hold
sufficient interests in the unit area to
provide reasonably effective control of
operations.

(b) The public interest requirement
of an approved unit agreement for
unproven areas shall be satisfied only
if the unit operator commences actual
drilling operations and thereafter dili-
gently prosecutes such operations in
accordance with the terms of said
agreement. If an application is received
for voluntary termination of a unit
agreement for an unproven area during
its fixed term or such an agreement
automatically expires at the end of its
fixed term without the public interest
requirement having been satisfied, the
approval of that agreement by the au-
thorized officer and lease segregations
and extensions under § 3107.3–2 of this
title shall be invalid, and no Federal
lease shall be eligible for extensions
under § 3107.4 of this title.

(c) Any modification of an approved
agreement shall require the prior ap-
proval of the authorized officer.

[53 FR 17365, May 16, 1988, as amended at 58
FR 58633, Nov. 2, 1993]

§ 3183.5 Participating area.

Two counterparts of a substantiating
geologic report, including structure-
contour map, cross sections, and perti-
nent data, shall accompany each appli-
cation for approval of a participating
area or revision thereof under an ap-
proved agreement.

[48 FR 26766, June 10, 1983. Redesignated at 48
FR 36587, Aug. 12, 1983, and further redesig-
nated at 53 FR 17365, May 16, 1988]

§ 3183.6 Plan of development.

Three counterparts of all plans of de-
velopment and operation shall be sub-
mitted for approval under an approved
agreement.

[48 FR 26766, June 10, 1983. Redesignated at 48
FR 36587, Aug. 12, 1983, and further redesig-
nated at 53 FR 17365, May 16, 1988]

§ 3183.7 Return of approved docu-
ments.

One approved counterpart of each in-
strument or document submitted for
approval will be returned to the unit
operator by the authorized officer or
his representative, together with such
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1 Optional sections (in addition the penul-
timate paragraph of Section 9 is to be in-
cluded only when more than one obligation
well is required and paragraph (h) of section
18 is to be used only when applicable).

additional counterparts as may have
been furnished for that purpose.

[48 FR 26766, June 10, 1983. Redesignated at 48
FR 36587, Aug. 12, 1983, and amended at 51 FR
34603, Sept. 30, 1986. Further redesignated at
53 FR 17365, May 16, 1988]

Subpart 3184 [Reserved]

Subpart 3185—Appeals

§ 3185.1 Appeals.
Any party adversely affected by an

instruction, order, or decision issued
under the regulations in this part may
request an administrative review be-
fore the State Director under § 3165.3 of
this title. Any party adversely affected
by a decision of the State Director
after State Director review may appeal
that decision as provided in part 4 of
this title.

[58 FR 58633, Nov. 2, 1993]

Subpart 3186—Model Forms

§ 3186.1 Model onshore unit agreement
for unproven areas.

Introductory Section

1 ENABLING ACT AND REGULATIONS.
2 UNIT AREA.
3 UNITIZED LAND AND UNITIZED SUB-

STANCES.
4 UNIT OPERATOR.
5 RESIGNATION OR REMOVAL OF UNIT

OPERATOR.
6 SUCCESSOR UNIT OPERATOR.
7 ACCOUNTING PROVISIONS AND UNIT

OPERATING AGREEMENT.
8 RIGHTS AND OBLIGATIONS OF UNIT

OPERATOR.
9 DRILLING TO DISCOVERY.
10 PLAN OF FURTHER DEVELOPMENT

AND OPERATION.
11 PARTICIPATION AFTER DISCOVERY.
12 ALLOCATION OF PRODUCTION.
13 DEVELOPMENT OR OPERATION OF

NONPARTICIPATING LAND OR FOR-
MATIONS.

14 ROYALTY SETTLEMENT.
15 RENTAL SETTLEMENT.
16 CONSERVATION.
17 DRAINAGE.
18 LEASES AND CONTRACTS CON-

FORMED AND EXTENDED.
19 CONVENANTS RUN WITH LAND.
20 EFFECTIVE DATE AND TERM.
21 RATE OF PROSPECTING, DEVELOP-

MENT, AND PRODUCTION.
22 APPEARANCES.

23 NOTICES.
24 NO WAIVER OF CERTAIN RIGHTS.
25 UNAVOIDABLE DELAY.
26 NONDISCRIMINATION.
27 LOSS OF TITLE.
28 NONJOINDER AND SUBSEQUENT

JOINDER.
29 COUNTERPARTS.
30 SURRENDER. 1

31 TAXES. 1

32 NO PARTNERSHIP. 1

Concluding Section IN WITNESS WHERE-
OF.

General Guidelines.
Certification—Determination.

UNIT AGREEMENT FOR THE DEVEL-
OPMENT AND OPERATION OF THE

Unit area llllllllllllllllll

County of llllllllllllllllll
State of lllllllllllllllllll
No. lllllllllllllllllllll

This agreement, entered into as of the
——— day of ———, 19— by and between the
parties subscribing, ratifying, or consenting
hereto, and herein referred to as the ‘‘parties
hereto,’’
WITNESSETH:

WHEREAS, the parties hereto are the own-
ers of working, royalty, or other oil and gas
interests in the unit area subject to this
agreement; and

WHEREAS, the Mineral Leasing Act of
February 25, 1920, 41 Stat. 437, as amended, 30
U.S.C. Sec. 181 et seq., authorizes Federal les-
sees and their representatives to unite with
each other, or jointly or separately with oth-
ers, in collectively adopting and operating
under a unit plan of development or oper-
ations of any oil and gas pool, field, or like
area, or any part thereof for the purpose of
more properly conserving the natural re-
sources thereof whenever determined and
certified by the Secretary of the Interior to
be necessary or advisable in the public inter-
est; and

WHEREAS, the parties hereto hold suffi-
cient interests in the ————— Unit Area
covering the land hereinafter described to
give reasonably effective control of oper-
ations therein; and

WHEREAS, it is the purpose of the parties
hereto to conserve natural resources, pre-
vent waste, and secure other benefits obtain-
able through development and operation of
the area subject to this agreement under the
terms, conditions, and limitations herein set
forth;
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